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Lewis light. It need not be said that the light gives off no
smoke, and that the combustion of the carbon is perfect.
Further, it is not influenced by any amount of draught, and
cannot be extinguished or sensibly affected by blowing upon
it, so that the light requires no protection in the shape of
chimney or globe. The light given off is equal to that of
five candles for every cubic foot of gas consumed per hour,
and an ordinary Lewis light consumes twelve and a half feet
per hour, and gives off the light of fifty candles. The light
can easily be made to ventilate. The heat given off is neces-
sarily considerable, and we think the light will prove more
generally useful for street lighting than for inside lighting.
Unless provided with means of ventilation, the Lewis light
would certainly be too hot for use in ordinary sitting-rooms.

EDWARDS’S SMOKE-CONSUMING, SLOW-
COMBUSTION GRATE.

THIS grate has a back, sides, and bottom of fire-clay, the
front being of metal as in ordinary grates. The fuel for the

day (varying in amount according to the size of the grate) is
put in in the morning and is lighted at the top. So far the

principles involved are such as have been adopted by Neill
Arnott and others. In the Neill Arnott stoves the mass of

fuel, as it burns, is lifted from below ; while in Edwards’s
grate the fuel, as it burns, is exposed by depressing a shield
which hangs in front of the bars. This plan is simpler than
Arnott’s. The shield works up and down just like a sash-
window, and the counterpoise can be exposed and repaired
without removing the grate, which is a decided advantage.
No coal-scuttle is necessary, and a poker is almost a super-
fluity. We have seen the grate in action, and can say that
it gives off an immense heat, and that it burns brightly and
with little smoke. The register door is of a far simpler con-
struction than that in ordinary use, and is regulated by
means of a chain from the front and upper part of the grate.
This grate is ornamental in appearance, and can be made to
admit a current of fresh air from the outside. In places
where a fire is required to lae kept alight for long periods,
as in offices and in sick-rooms, Mr. Edwards’s invention will
be found a great boon, and, in fact, the principles of its con-
struction are sufficiently sound to constitute it a decided

improvement on the majority of grates in use.

BRITISH MEDICAL BENEVOLENT FUND.

THE annual general meeting of subscribers to the British
MedicalBenevolentFundwasheldonJan.llth,at63,Montagu-
square, the house of the hon. secretary, Mr. Malcolm Morris,
Dr. G. C. Jonson taking the chair in the unavoidable absence
of the President, Sir George Burrows. The financial statement
was submitted and the annual report of the committee was
read by the treasurer, Dr. Broadbent, from which it appeared
that the donations during the year 1882 had amounted to f803,
the subscriptions to f1l52; the former being less than in
1881, the latter more than in any previous year. The action
of the Metropolitan Counties Branch of the British Medical
Association in permitting contributions to the fund to be
collected at the same time with the subscriptions to the
Association had brought a considerable accession of sub-
scriptions. The disbursements during the year had been-
in grants, the unprecedented amount of .62184; in annnities,
f938 10.; a total of more than f3000; and the entire
expense of collecting and distributing this sum had not
amounted to 132&mdash;i.e., not 4 per cent., including the
printing and postage of a volumillous report and the postage
and stamps employed in the distribution of over E2000 by
Dr. G. C. Jonson, Chairman of the Committee, in weekly of
monthly instillments. The expansion in the operations or
the Fund, while full of satisfaction to the committee was a
source of anxiety, as constant effort was required to obtain

the means of meeting the growing demands. During the
year the expenditure had exceed the income by more than
f300. The number of annuitants on the list was now 48, of
whom 11 had been elected during the year ; one at the age
of ninety-three, 2 aged eighty-four and eighty-three respec-
tively, and 2 aged seventy-eight; only 4 were less than
seventy, and of these one died of joy on hearing of her
election, and another only lived a month. Grants were
made at the monthly meetings to 170 applicants, all of whom
were in distress, and some in positive misery. It was
pointed out that while from some towns large sums were
sent up by hon. local secretaries, and many suitable cases
for relief, from others the fund received nothing ; and for
want of local representation many poor and suffering
members of the profession in those neighbourhoods must be
cut off from the benefits of the charity. Dr. Fleetwood
Churchill and Mr. Malcolm Morris joined the committee,
and Mr. Ed. East, of Clifton-gardens, was appointed hon.
secretary for cases in the place of Mr. Malcolm Morris,
resigned. 

_____

"PERMANGANATE OF POTASH PILLS."
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SiR,&mdash;In your issue of last week, Mr. Martindale speaks
of having heard of cases of the spontaneous combustion of
permanganate of potash pills. Since the publication of
Drs. Ringer and Murrell’s paper on the use of the salt in
amenorrhoea, I have myself made a number of the pills, and
have kept them made, but in no instance have I observed

anything akin to spontaneous combustion to take place.
It is, however, true that when permanganate of potash is
rubbed up in a mortar with any of the ordinary excipients,
it ignites and burns slowly, after the manner of moistened

gunpowder; but in my case the friction caused by tritu-
rating the mass was clearly the starting-point of the
ignition, as no change occurred when the ingredients were
gently mixed together. I think the term "spontaneous com-
bustion, as applied to the chemical change occurring in
such cases, is erroneous, and likely to mislead practitioners
into the belief that the mass, when made, suddenly and
violently explodes, while (in my case at least) the decom-
position is quietly effected. Again, the formula Mr. Mar-
tindale suggests seems to me cumbrous, and out, of the way
of the majority of dispensing country practitioners, in whose
surgeries kaolin or sandarach is rarely met with. I have
found that if the permanganate be reduced to powder,
moistened with a drop or two of water, and rubbed up with
starch powder, or compound tragacanth powder, it may
be readily made into a mass with extract of gentian, which
mass seems also to keep unchanged. If any coating is
desired, the compound tincture of benzoin answers well.

I am, Sir, yours truly,

Gargrave, Yorkshire, January, 1883.
W. SNELL, L.R.C.P. Edin.

To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR,-In a note from Mr. Martindale the attention of your

readers is drawn to the difficulty that exists in the di.
pensing of pills containing permanganate of potash. Having
this week met witha case of missed menstruation, from a chill,
I proceeded to make use of the valuable, and apparently
well-grounded, information which we have had from Drs.
Ringer and Murrell, and prescribed two-grain doses of per-
mangate of potash in pill. In my prescription the excipient
was glycerine, and the chemist with whom my parent
dealt, a most careful and competent dispenser, came to me to
say that he could not make up the pills with it as the com-
pound smoked. I suggested an extract, but it also was
found to be incompatible. Ultimately the pills were mada
up with liquorice powder and a little oil.

I may add that none of the disagreeable effects described
are felt by my patient, who takes six grains of the perman-
ganate daily; on the contrary, she imagines that her
appetite has been improved. She takes the pills imme-
diately after food, which is to be as solid as possible.

I am, Sir, yours truly, P
Glasgow, Jan. 13th, 1883. ROBERT MACPHERSON.


